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Mr. Pastore, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany S. 2291] 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to which was referred 
the bill (S. 2291) to amend the laws of the District of Columbia to 
regulate the practice of pharmacy and the sale of poisons and for other 
purposes, as enacted by Congress May 7, 1906, and as amended 
February 27, 1907, and as amended March 4, 1927 (D. C. Code of 
1929, title 20, see. 2-601, and the following), after full consideration 
reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends that 
the bill do pass. 

The purpose of this bill is to amend the laws of the District of 
Columbia regulating the practice of pharmacy and the sale of poisons, 
in four principal respects: 

(1) The examination fee and registration fee for licenses and permits 
issued under the act are increased, and two new fees are added. The 
new schedule of fees as compared to the schedule of fees now in effect 
is as follows: 


Present Proposed 


Examination_. $15. 00 $25 
Periodic registration 13.00 29 
Permit for sale of poisons 1. 00 3 
Renewal of permit for sale of poisons .50 1 
Replacement of lost, mutilated, or destroyed certificate None ! 
Certification of examination grades None l 


! For 3 years. 
2 Per year, 
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The proposed new fees will result in increased income to the Board 
of approximately $2,025 per year, which will be utilized in employing 
adequate clerical and secretarial help for the purpose of maintaining 
the records of the Board. 

(2) The 3-year period of registration is reduced to a 1-year period. 

(3) The Board of Pharmacy is authorized to elect a vice president, 
and the secretary of the Board is required to be bonded, since he, as 
well as the treasurer, handles payments to the Board. 

(4) The quarterly examination of applicants for licenses as pharma- 
cists is changed from the ‘‘second Thursday” in January, April, July, 
and October to the ‘second week.”’ The Board of Pharmacy has 
found by experience that the necessary laboratory facilities are not 
always available on Thursday and Friday, requiring the scheduling 
of the examination other days of the week. : 

The bill has the approval of the Board of Commissioners and the 
Board of Pharmacy of the District of Columbia. 


CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule X XIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law in the bill, as reported, are 
shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted is enclosed 1 
black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, existing law in which no 
change is proposed is shown in roman): 


Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress Assembled, That it shall be unlawful for any person not 
licensed as a pharmacist within the meaning of this Act to conduct or manage any 
pharmacy, drug or chemical store, apothecary shop, or other places of business 
for the retailing, compounding of physicians’ prescriptions, or for the compound- 
ing or dispensing of any drugs, chemicals, or poisons, or to keep exposed for sale, 
at retail, any drugs, chemicals, or poisons except as hereinafter provided; or, 
except as hereinafter provided, for any person not licensed as a pharmacist within 
the meaning of this Act to compound, dispense, or sell, at retail, any drug, chemi- 
cal, poison, or pharmaceutical upon the prescription of a physician, or otherwise, 
or to compound physicians’ prescriptions, except as an aid to and under the proper 
supervision of a pharmacist licensed under this Act. And it shall be unlawful for 
any owner or manager of a pharmacy, drug store, or other place of business to 
cause or permit any person other than a licensed pharmacist to compound, dis- 
pense, or sell at retail, any drug, medicine, or poison, except as an aid to and under 
proper supervision of a licensed pharmacist: Provided, That nothing in this section 
shall be construed to interfere with any legally registered practitioner of medicine, 
dentistry, or veterinary surgery in the compounding of his own prescriptions, or 
to prevent him from supplying to his patients such medicines as he may deem 
proper; nor with the exclusively wholesale business of any dealer who shall be 
licensed as a pharmacist, or who shail keep in his employ at least one person who 
is so licensed, except as hereinafter provided; nor with the sale by others than 
pharmacists of piosonous substances sold exclusively for use in the arts, or as 
insecticides, when such substances are sold in unbroken packages bearing labels 
having plainly printed upon them the name of the contents, the word “‘poison,”’ 
when practicable the name of at least one suitable antidote, and the name and 
address of the vendor: Provided further, That such person, firm, or corporation 
has obtained a permit from the Board of Pharmacy, which grants the right and 
privilege to make such sales, [such permit to be issued for a period of three years, ] 
such permit to be issued for a period of one year, except that permits now in effect 
as issued by the Board of Pharmacy shall continue in effect until their stated expira- 
tion date, and that each sale of such substance be registered as required of a 
licensed pharmacist and it shall be unlawful for any person under the age of 
twenty-one years to sell such substances, and in no case shall the sale be made to 
a person under eighteen years of age except upon the written order of a person 
known or believed to be an adult: And provided further, That persons other than 
registered pharmacists may sell household ammonia and concentrated lye, in 
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sealed containers plainly labeled, so as to indicate the nature of the contents, 
with the word ‘“‘poison,”’ and with a statement of two or more antidotes to be used 
in case of poisoning and may sell bicarbonate of soda, borax; cream of tartar, olive 
oil, sal ammoniac, and sal soda; and persons other than registered pharmacists 
may, furthermore sell in original sealed containers, properly labeled, such com- 
pounds as are commonly known as ‘‘patent’’ or ‘“‘proprietary’’ medicines, except 
those the sale of which is regulated by the provisions of sections eleven and 
thirteen of this Act. 

Sec. 2. This section is now obsolete. 

Sec. 3. That every person not registered under an Act to regulate the practice 
of pharmacy in the District of Columbia, approved June 15, 1878, who shall 
desire to be licensed as a pharmacist shall file with the Board of Pharmacy an 
application, duly verified under oath, setting forth the name and age of the 
applicant, the experience which the applicant has had in compounding physicians’ 
prescriptions under the direction of a licensed pharmacist, and the name and 
location of the school or college of pharmacy of which he is a graduate and shall 
submit evidence sufficient to show to the satisfaction of said Board that he is of 
good moral character and not addicted to the use of aleoholie liquors or nareotie 
drugs so as to render him unfit to practice pharmacy; and said applicant shall 
appear at a time and place designated by the Board of Pharmae y aforesaid and 
submit to an examination as to his qualifications for license as a pharmacist: 
Provided, That applicants shall be not less than twenty-one vears of age, and in 
order to be entitled to an examination for the determination of his fitness to be 
licensed as a pharmacist in the District of Columbia, must have had not less 
than three years’ experience in the practice of pharmacy under the instruction 
of a regular licensed pharmacist; and must be a graduate of an accredited school 
or college of pharmacy: Provided, however, That the Board of Pharmacy in its 
discretion, may establish, by general rules, conditions upon compliance with 
which by any school or college of pharmacy, and under the submission by said 
school or eollege of evidence sufficient to prove such compliance to the satisfac- 
tion of said Board, applicants who have been graduated by such school or college 
during any specified vear or years may be allowed credit for experience in the 
practice of pharmacy by reason of attendance at and graduation by said school 
or college. 

Sec. 4. That if the applicant for license as a pharmacist. has complied with the 
requirements of either of the two preceding sections, the Board of Pharmacy 
shall issue to him a license which shall entitle him to practice pharmacy in the 
Distriet of Columbia, subject to the provisions of this Act 

Src. 5. That the Board of Pharmacy shall issue licenses to practice pharmacy 
in the District of Columbia without examination, or after limited examination, 
as said Board may determine to such persons as have been legally registered or 
licensed as pharmacists in States, Territories, or foreign countries: Provided, 
That the applicant for such license present satisfactory evidence of qualifications 
equal to those required of licentiates examined under this Act, and that he was 
registered or licensed after examination in such State, Territory, or foreign 
country not less than one year prior to the date of application 1; that the standard 
of competence required in such State, Territory, or foreign country is not lower 
than that required in the District of Columbia, and that such State, Territory, 
or foreign country accords similar recognition to licentiates of the District of 
Columbia, all of which shall be determined by the Board of Pharmacy aforesaid. 
Applicants for license under this section [shall forward with their application a 
fee of ten dollars.] shall forward with their application a fee of $25. 

Sec. 6, That the license of any person to practice pharmacy in the District of 
Columbia may be revoked if such person be found to have obtained such license 
by fraud; or to be addicted to the use of any narcotic or stimulant, or to be suffering 
from physical or mental disease, in such manner, and to such an extent as to 
render it expedient that in the interests of the public his license be canceled; or 
to be of an immoral character; or if such person be convicted in any court of 
competent jurisdiction of any offense involving moral turpitude. It shall be the 
duty of the major and superintendent of police of said District to investigate any 
case in which it is discovered by him, or made to appear to his satisfaction that 
any license issued under the provisions of this Act is revocable and to report the 
result of such investigation to the Board of Pharmacy, which board shall, after 
full hearing, if in their judgment the facts warrant it, revoke such license. 

Sec. 7. That in the month of November of each year every licensed pharmacist 
and every licensed dealer in poisons for use in the arts or as insecticides, whose 
license or permit has been issued not less than [three years] one year prior to the 
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first day of such month, shall apply to the Board of Pharmacy for the renewal 
of such license or permit. And said board is hereby authorized, upon the payment 
of such fees as are hereinafter provided, to renew such license or permit in the 
month of November for a period of [three years] one year from the 31st day of 
October immediately preceding the date thereof. And every license or permit 
not renewed within the month of November as aforesaid shall be void and of 
no effect unless and until renewed. Any license, permit, or renewal obtained 
through fraud or by any false or fraudulent representation shall be void and 
of no effect. No person shall make any false or fraudulent representation for the 
purpose of procuring a license, permit, or renewal thereof either for himself or for 
another. 

In the event the Board shall fail or refuse to renew any license or permit within 
the month of November, for which application has been made, it shall make 
written record of the reasons for such nonrenewal. Upon request of the person 
secking renewal of his license or permit, the Board shall grant a hearing, and the 
applicant shall have the right to be represented by counsel, introduce evidence, 
and examine and cross-examine witnesses. The Secretary of the Board is hereby 
empowered to administer oaths. 

The said Board shall have power to require the attendance of persons and the 
production of books and papers and to require such persons to testify in any and 
all matters within its jurisdiction. The chairman and the secretary of the Board 
shall have power to issue subpenas, and upon the failure of any person to attend 
as a witness when duly subpenaed or to produce documents when duly directed 
by said board, the Board shall have power to refer the said matter to any justice 
of the Supreme Court of the Distriet of Columbia, who may order the attendance 
of such witness or the production of such books and papers or require the said 
witness to testify, as the case may be; and upon the failure of the witness to 
attend, to testify, or to produce such books or papers, as the case may be, such 
witness may be punished for contempt of court as for failure to obey a subpena 
issued or to testifv in a case pending before said court. 

The Board shall make a written report of its findings after such hearing, which 
report, with a transcript of the entire record of the proceedings, shall be filed with 
the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, and, if the Board’s finding shall 
be adverse to the person seeking reissuance of his license or permit, such license 
or permit sball stand révoked and annulled at the expiration of thirty days from 
the filing of such report, unless within said period of thirty days a writ of error 
shall be issued as hereinafter provided, in which event said license or permit shall 
stand suspended until the final determination of the court of appeals upon such 
writ of error. If an exception is taken to any ruling of the Board on matter of 
law, the exception shall be reduced to writing and stated in the bill of exceptions 
with so much of the evidence as may be material to the question or questions 
raised, and such bill of exceptions shall be settled by the Board and signed by the 
Secretary within such time as the rules of the Board may prescribe. 

Any party aggrieved by the decision of the said Board may seek a review thereof 
in the court of appeals of the District of Columbia by petition under oath setting 
forth concisely, but clearly and distinctly, the nature of the proceeding before 
said Board, the trial and determination thereof, and the particular ruling upon 
matter of law to which exception has been taken, said petition to be presented to 
anv justice of the court of appeals within thirty days after the filing of the report 
of said Board with the commissioners, with such notice to the Board as may be 
required by the rules of the court of appeals. If the justices shall be of the opin- 
ion that the action of the board ought to be reviewed, a writ of error shall be issued 
from the court of appeals, within such time as may be prescribed by that court, 
a transcript of the record in the case sought to be reviewed, and the court of 
appeals shall review said record and affirm, reverse, or modify the judgment in 
accordance with law. 

Every license to practice pharmacy and every permit to sell poisons for use 
in the arts or as insecticides and every current renewal of such permit shall be 
conspicuously displayed by the person to whom the same has been issued in the 
pharmacy, drug store, or place of business, if any, of which the said person is the 
owner or manager. 

Sec. 8. That there shall be in and for the District of Columbia a Board of 
Pharmacy, consisting of five licensed pharmacists, appointed by the Commis- 
sioners of said District, each of whom shall have been for the five years immedi- 
ately preceding, and shall be during the term of his appointment actively engaged 
in the practice of pharmacy in said District. All appointments shall be made in 
such manner that the term of office of one member shall expire on the thirtieth 
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day of June of each year, but every member shall hold office after the expiration 
of the term for which he has been formally appointed until his successor has been 
appointed and qualified. No appointee shall enter upon the discharge of his 
duties until he has taken oath fairly and impartially to perform the same. Said 
Commissioners may remove, after full hearing, any member of said Board for 
neglect of duty or other just cause. 

That the Board of Pharmacy shall elect a president, a vice president, a secretary, 
and a treasurer, and shall have a common seal; and said secretary and said treasurer 
shall give such bond for the faithful performance of his duties as the Commis- 
sioners of the District of Columbia deem necessary. Said Board shall hold meet- 
ings for the examination of candidates and for the discharge of such other business 
as may come before it, [commencing on the second Thursday] during the second 
week in January, April, July, and October of each year, and at such other times 
as the Board may determine. 

Src. 9. Said Board of Pharmacy shall keep records of its proceedings and such 
records shall be prima facie evidence of all matters contained therein in all courts 
in the District of Columbia. Said Board of Pharmacy shall, in the month of 
July of each year, make to the Commissioners of the District of Columbia a written 
report of its proceedings, of its receipts and disbursements, and of all licenses and 
permits issued 

Sec. 10. That applicants for license to practice pharmacy and for permits to 
sell poisons for use in the arts or as insecticides shall pay the following fee: [For 
examination for license as pharmacists, $15, and for each renewal thereof $3; for 
a permit for the sale of poisons for use in the arts or as insecticides, $1, and for 
each renewal thereof, 50 cents. J For examination for license as pharmacists, $24, 
and for each annual renewal thereof, $2; for a permit for the sale of poisons for use in 
the arts or as insecticides, $3, and for each annual renewal th reof, Ss. 

The fee for the replacement of a lost, mutilated, or destroyed certificate of license 
or regulation as a pharmacist shall, when such replacement is approved by the Doard 
of Pharmacy, be the sum of $5; and the fee for the certification of examination grades, 
where required for reciprocity purposes, shall be the sum of $1. 

And hereafter all fees for licenses to practice pharmacy and all fees aforesaid 
shall be paid to the treasurer of the Board of Pharmacy of the District of Columbia 
before any applicant may be admitted to examination and before anv license or 
permit or any renewal thereof, may be issued by the said Board. And all expenses 
of said Board incident to the execution of the provisions of this Aet shall be paid 
from the fees collected by the Board of Pharmacy aforesaid. If any balance 
remains on hand on the 30th day of June of any vear the members of said Board 
appointed as such shall be paid therefrom such reasonable amounts as the Com- 
missioners of the District of Columbia may determine. 

Sections 11 and 12 have been superseded by the Uniform Narcotic Act of June 
20, 1938. 

Sec. 13. That it shall be unlawful for any person to sell or deliver to any other 
person any of the following described substances, or any poisonous compound, 
combination, or preparation thereof, to wit: The compounds of and salts of 
antimony, arsenic, barium, chromium, copper, gold, lead, mercury, silver, and 
zine; the caustic hydrates of sodium and potassium, solution or water of ammonia, 
methyl alcohol, the concentrated mineral acids, oxalic and hydroevanie acids 
and their salts, vellow phosphorus, paris green, carbolic acid, the essential oils of 
almonds, pennvroyal, tansy, rue, and savin; croton oil, creosote, chloroform, 
cantharides or aconite, belladonna, bitter almonds, colchicum, cotton root, coc- 
culus indicus, conium, digitalis, ergot, hyoseyamus, ignatia, lobelia, nux vomica, 
physostigma, phytolacca, strophanthus, stramonium, veratrum viride, or any of 
the poisonous alkaloids, or alkaloidal salts derived from the foregoing, or any 
other poisonous alkaloids or their salts, or any other virulent poison, except in 
the manner followin’, and moreover, if the applicant be less than eighteen years 
of age, except upon the written order of a person known or believed to be an adult. 

It shall be first learned, by due inquiry, that the person to whom delivery is 
about to be made is aware of the poisonous character of the substance, and that it 
is desired for a lawful purpose, and the box, bottle, or other package shall be plainly 
labeled with the name of the substance, the word ‘‘poison,”’ the name of at least 
one suitable antidote when practicable and the name and address of the person, 
firm, or corporation dispensing the substance. And before delivery be made of 
any of the foregoing substances, excepting solution or water of ammonia and 
sulphate of copper, there shall be recorded in a book kept for that purpose, the 
name of the article, the quantity delivered, the purpose for which it is. used, the 
date of delivery, the name and address of the person for whom it is procured, and 
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the name of the individual personally dispensing the same; and said book shall be 
preserved by the owner thereof for at least three years after the date of the last 
entry therein. The foregoing provisions shall not apply to articles dispensed upon 
the order of persons believed by the dispenser to be lawfully authorized practi- 
tioners of medicine, dentistry, or veterinary surgery; Provided, That when a 
physician writes upon his prescription a request that it be marked or labeled 
‘‘poison,”’ the pharmacist shall, in the case of liquids place the same in a colored 
glass, roughened bottle, ef the kind commonly known in trade as a “poison 
bottle,” and, in the case of dry substances, he shall place a poison label upon the 
container. The record of sale and delivery above mentioned shall not be required 
of manufacturers and wholesalers who shall sell any of the foregoing substances at 
wholesale to licensed pharmacists, but the box, bottle, or other package containing 
such substance, when sold at wholesale, shall be preperly labeled with the name 
of the substance, the word “poison,” and the name and address of the manufacturer 
or wholesaler: Provided Further, That it shall not be necessary, in sales either at 
wholesale or at retail, to place a poison label upon, nor to record the delivery of, 
the sulphide of antimony, or the oxide or carbonate of zine, or of colors round in 
oil and intended for use as paints, or calomel, nor, in the case of preparations con- 
taining any of the substances named in this section, when a single box, bottle, or 
other package, or when the bulk of one-half fluid ounce, or the weight of one-half 
avoirdupois ounce, does not contain more than an adult medicinal dose of such 
substance; nor in the case of liniments or ointments, sold in good faith as such 
when plainly labeled ‘“‘for external use only,’’ nor in the case of preparations put 
up and sold in the form of pills, tablets, or lozenges, containing any of the sub- 
stances enumerated in this section and intended for internal use, when the dose 
recommended does not contain more than one-fourth of an adult medicinal dose 
of such substance, 

For the purpose of this and of every other section of this Act no box, bottle 
or other package shall be regarded as having been labeled ‘“‘poison’’ unless the 
word ‘poison’? appears conspicuously thereon, printed in plain, uncondensed 
gothie letters in red ink. 

Sec. 14. That no person seeking to procure in the District of Columbia any 
substance the sale of which is regulated by the provisions of this Act shall make 
any fraudulent representations so as to evade or defeat the restrictions herein 
imposed, 

Sec. 15. That every proprietor or manager of a drug store or pharmacy shall 
keep in his place of business a suitable book or file, in which shall be preserved, 
for a period of not less than three years, the original of every prescription com- 
pounded or dispensed at such store or pharmacy, or a copy of such prescriptions, 
except when the preservation of the original is required by section eleven of this 
Act. Upon request, the proprietor or manager of such store shall furnish to the 
prescribing physician, or to the person for whom such prescription was com- 
pounded or dispensed, a true and correct copy thereof. Any prescription re- 
quired and any prescription for, or register of sales of, substances mentioned in 
section thirteen of this Act shall at all times be open to inspection by duly author- 
ized officers of the law. No person shall, in the District of Columbia, compound 
or dispense any drug or drugs, or deliver the same to any other person, without 
marking on the container thereof the name of the drug or drugs contained therein, 
or directions for using the same. 

Sec. 16. That it shall be, unlawful for any person to sell or offer for sale by ped- 
dling, or to offer for sale from house to house, or to offer for sale by publi@outery, 
or by vending in the street, any drug, medicine or chemical, or any compound 
of combination thereof, or any implement, appliance, or other agency for the 
treatment of disease, injury, or deformity. That, except as may be otherwise 
authorized by law, no person shall throw, cast, deposit, drop, scatter, or leave, 
or, cause to be thrown, cast, deposited, dropped, seattered or left, any drug, 
medicine, or chemical, or any compound or combination thereof, upon any 
public highway or place, or, without the consent of the owner or occupant thereof, 
upon any premises in the District of Columbia. 

Sec. 17. That it shall be unlawful for any person not legally licensed as a 
pharmacist to take, use, or exhibit the title of pharmacist or licensed or reg- 
istered pharmacist, or the title of druggist or apothecary, or any other title or 
description of like import. . 

Sec. 18. Repealed by Act of Congress February 27, 1907. 
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Sec. 19. That any person violating any of the provisions of this Act shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished 
by a fine not exceeding two hundred dollars or by imprisonment not exceeding 
six months, or by both such fine and imprisonment, in the discretion of the court, 
and if the offense be continuing in its character, each week or part of a week 
during which it continues shall constitute a separate and distinct offense. And 
it shall be the duty of the major and superintendent of police of the District of 
Columbia and of the corporation counsel of said District to enforce the provisions 
of this Act. 

Sec. 20. That all Acts and parts of Acts inconsistent with the provisions of this 
Act as amended be, and the same are hereby, repealed 

Approved, May 7, 1906, and as amended February 27, 1907, and as amended 
March 4, 1927. 





